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Public Consultation on 

draft ERG/IRG Work Programme 2004
Telecom Italia thanks the European Regulators Group for the opportunity to participate and to contribute to the discussion about the ERG/IRG’s Work Programme 2004 which seems to us to be very wide regards on the choice of the issues and timely since all the matters involved are of topical interest in this phase of actual implementation of the new regulatory framework.

Telecom Italia is very interested in contributing to the overall discussion (i.e. not only on the ERG/IRG Work Programme 2004 but also the single issues all the year long) in light of the utmost importance of the industry involvement in the ERG activities. Anyway, in order to grant the best interaction possible between ERG and the industry we need the following clarification.

1. Are there any administrative procedures and transparency burdens binding the ERG/IRG?

2. Having in mind the Commission decision 2002/627/EC of 29 July 2002 establishing the European Regulators Group and fixing its role and competences, we would like some clarifications about the legal status of ERG outputs and the legal effects towards NRAs, ministries and operators.

3. The area of concerns raised as regards to ERG by the above points are strengthen when we take into account the IRG which is clearly an institutional body whose role, competences and procedures are not ruled by the EC law. We would appreciate some clarifications on the form of cooperation between IRG and ERG. Is industry supposed to interact within this cooperation and according which procedures?

4. Moreover, we would like to better understand the interaction between the IRG - monitoring and analysing “market developments in member states” (page 2), assessing “the effects of regulatory practices” (page 2), carrying out “a comparative analysis of market definitions and SMP designations … on the basis of regular updates and the material of the Commission resulting from the notification procedures according to Art. 7 FD” (page 2) - and the task force activity carried out according to art. 7. 

5. In order to carry out the above mentioned activity, will you take into consideration the IX Implementation Report’s data (that is to say data which have a Commission’s imprimatur) or will you rely on new data gathered through your own services?

6. Taking into account the ERG merely advisory power, is there any correspondences between your work program and future Commission’s initiatives according to art. 19 FD on harmonization procedure which strengthen Commission power on adopting Recommendations to properly implement EC law.

7. Especially in light of the ERG merely advisory power and taking into account the European Commission legislative and work programme 2004 (COM(2003)645 final) we notice that many of the activities which the ERG aims carrying out are not foreseeable as activities supporting the Commission’s programme. We are referring to:

· Mobile termination tariffs;

· International roaming;

· Fixed termination tariffs;

· Cost accounting and accounting separation;

· Completion of FL-LRIC PIBs;

· Report on regulatory accounting in practice – methods and evaluation;

· Directory Enquiry Services;

· USO designation and costing methodologies;

· Report on quality of service;

· Regulation of retail tariffs and transparency for consumers.

Moreover, as leased lines are involved, we can imagine this issue supporting the Commission in the adoption of Recommendation on the provision of Leased Lines. Unfortunately, the forecast for the adoption of the recommendation is fixed for early 2004 while IRG deliverable has as a deadline “December 2004”.

Cross-checking the information gathered from the European Commission legislative and work programme 2004 (COM(2003)645 final) and from the ERG/IRG Work Programme 2004, we notice, furthermore, that no ERG activity is provided as regards to the Commission’s Communications on digital switchover and interoperability in interactive TV. In our understanding and due to the ERG advisory role to the Commission for the purpose of harmonization, more transparency on the interrelationship of Commission and ERG activities should be provided. 
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