ETNO input to the European Regulators Group work programme 
The European Regulators Group (ERG) has called for contributions from interested parties on their priorities for areas where there is a need of harmonisation of regulatory measures taken by national regulatory authorities in the Member States.
ETNO welcomes this industry consultation and submits some suggestions based on the Independent Regulators Group (IRG) Work Programme which we assume reflects similar considerations to those of the ERG. 

A key concern for ETNO is to make sure that ERG prioritises its work based on the following principles: 

· The harmonisation of market definitions and the application of remedies essential to avoid market distortions 

· A balanced approach ensuring that the regulatory environment stimulates investment and avoids a regulatory ‘arms race' so that regulatory measures are not introduced in markets just for the sake of harmonisation. 

ETNO, therefore, suggests that the ERG focus its effort on the following three issues from the current IRG Work Programme: 

· Market definition and analysis of competition - Regarding analysis of competition in the relevant markets, IRG intends to develop Principles of Implementation and Best Practice on market reviews.  
· Market Data Analysis a selection of parameters for market data collection and to the interpretation of such parameters.  IRG will collect data accordingly and carry out analysis and comparisons on the collected data. 

· Implementation of the new framework  -  “Remedies”, i.e. the effective use of the different regulatory instruments through a full application of the proportionality principle.
While other issues mentioned in the IRG Work Programme shouldn't be ignored ETNO finds these three to be essential for a proportionate implementation. If the ERG concentrates on defining the overall principles and practices, specific, often national market issues, should not occupy the resources of the ERG. 

Additionally, ETNO invites the ERG to consider the following items:

· Best-practice regarding withdrawal of regulation. Having in mind the objective of the Framework Directive (Article 8) and the “case-oriented approach” to market analysis and application of regulation, ETNO believes  the ERG should consider developing standards for best-practice of withdrawal of regulation 

· Appeal procedures. Appeal procedures vary among member states. Although such procedures are based on the national implementation, ETNO thinks that the ERG has a responsibility to consider how to harmonise them to  counter  'appeal shopping' and ensure a level playing field within the given legal framework.  

· Effective competition.  A key concept in the new framework is 'effectively competitive markets' which has not been defined. ETNO finds that although some guidelines exist in case law and the Commission Guidelines on market analysis, the ERG should develop a common and harmonised interpretation of the concept.
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