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Chairman
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2509 LK Den Haag
Dear Chairman of ERG




Brussels, 20 January 2003

Working Programme of the ERG

The ERG asked industry to give input to its Working Programme at the end of 2002, to be discussed at its second meeting in January 2003. ECTA is keen to participate in this process, although was unable to keep strictly within the deadline, of which we apologise. We hope that some key issues and concerns can be put to you through this letter, for consideration by the ERG.

Firstly, ECTA strongly advocates transparency and consultation with the industry. A real dialogue between the ERG and industry would be beneficial for all parties, we believe. ECTA is keen to cooperate with the ERG on discussing legislative initiatives, implementation and the collection of data. ECTA would also like to attend ERG meetings, where appropriate, to be able to input on the competitive industry’s views or, again where appropriate, to make presentations. The availability of ERG documents is of vital importance for industry, allowing it to feed in to the debate and be prepared for possible regulatory changes at national or EU level.

Secondly, ECTA members have raised the following issues which they believe the ERG should consider in its Working Programme 2003:

1. Timely implementation of the new Telecoms Package. It is key that NRAs and national governments do their utmost to avoid delays in implementing the new directives, as well as ensuring their practical enforcement.

2. The uniform application of remedies when enforcing the new Package. The ERG plays a key role in developing a harmonised and predictable application of remedies, as stated in Art. 7 Framework Directive.

3. Further development of benchmarking of best practice within the EU on enforcement procedures. Benchmarking is also needed on accounting separation, cost accounting implementation etc.

4. Further work and benchmarking on issues in Art. 12 Framework Directive: co-location and facility sharing. The cost of facilities remains very high for industry, and the ability to share these costs would reduce barriers to market entry and to new network build-out. 

5. Market definition procedures – the ERG needs to benchmark, interact with the European Commission, national competition authorities and consult with industry and stakeholders.

ECTA would be happy to discuss these issues further and to give further input to the ERG, when a draft Working Programme is available, for example. 

Yours sincerely,

John Dickie

Regulatory Affairs Director

