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The European Regulators Group (ERG), an advisory group to the European Commission, made up of the Heads of National Regulatory Authorities (NRAs), discussed in particular international roaming charges at its meeting in Paris on 8 February 2006. 
The ERG is aware of the significant consumer concern that the prices of making and receiving mobile calls whilst abroad are excessive. The ERG has therefore been exploring the various options in response to that concern working in tandem with the European Commission.

In a speech to the ERG on 8 February, Viviane Reding, European Commissioner for Information Society and Media announced her intention to introduce a Regulation linking international roaming prices to the prices for national roaming. The ERG  welcomed the opportunity to work closely with the Commission and assist in developing the detail behind this proposal. The Regulation proposed would be an internal market instrument based on Article 95 of the Treaty and might enter into force in 2007. 

In 2005, most NRAs commenced reviews of the wholesale market for international roaming and undertaken measures to assist consumers by increasing the transparency of consumer prices for roaming, for example by setting up national websites of roaming charges, and by giving advice on keeping costs down.  
At the same meeting, the ERG discussed its response to the Commission’s review of the regulatory framework for electronic communications and services including inputs and discussions on market analysis and remedies, regulation in next generation networks, broadband and VOiP. 
The ERG nominated Mr Roberto Viola, Secretary General of the Italian NRA (AGCOM) as chair of the ERG for 2007. The ERG also agreed, in principle, to nominate Mr. Daniel Pataki, Chairman of the Hungarian Regulator (NCAH) as chair for 2008. 

ERG public documents will be published on the ERG website www.erg.eu.int
